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Sclence: facts through fiction™
Scientific Seminar by Prof. Carl Djerassi

Ville Ponti, Varese

ECB 15™ Anniversary Event*

including the Performance of “Oxygen”,

a two act play by Carl Djerassi and Roald Hoffmann,
staged by Isabella Gregor

Ville Ponti, Varese

Oxygen™ ;
a two act play by Carl Djerassi and Roald Hoffmann, :
staged by Isabella Gregor ]
* by invitation only

** registration required, please register H JHc '1.

by email to ihcp-contact@jre.it EURDPEAN COMMISII0N .,-—.;==...
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Celebration of the 15™ Anniversary and Accomplishment of the European Chemicals Bureau

A staged rehearsed reading in English of the two-act drama
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By Carl Djerassi and Roald Hoffmann
‘Stage of Art’ McGregor’s Production - Director: Isabella Gregor

Ville Ponti The Nobel Committee has decided in its centenary year (2001) to give |
- : “retro-Nobed™ to the discoverar of oxygen which marked the beginning of
Piazza Litta 2, Varese chemistry. Three chemists lay a claim to that discovery: Anfoine Laurent
Joseph Priestiey, and Carl Wilheim Scheele. The play gives an inside look at

29 April, 16.30 politics and passions in science then and now. It opens in Stockhalm, Sweden,
and 30 April, 19.00 ;?Jehﬁfrmeﬁ;im:’Mum o i

tiom of the awardees. The acfion shifts from one century to the other, 2= do the

actors, who play dual roles in 1777 and 2001, And, as the plot develops, we see
the role of Madame Lavoisier emerging as one of the protagonists of the story.

The world premiere of Oxygen took place in 2001 in San Diego and has since then
been followed by representafions and adaptation worldwide and inmany Enguag-
&5 including German, Spanish, Portuguese, alian. The play i written by the world
tamous authors Card Djerassi and Roald Hoffmann - both in their role as scientists,
Dijerassi known as fhe "Father (Mother) of the Pill™ while Hoffmann recefved the
Nobe Prize for chemistry in 1082 - as well as in their role as authors - Djerass
has written several saccessful novels and plays, while Hoffmann = renowned for

his poetry.
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